side have you stooped to folly. And since you well
know that men must always exhibit, in any gather-
ing, a greater number of fools than of wise heads,
therefore in those councils composed of large num-
bers, where rather is considered the will of the ma-
jority than the wisdom of individuals, you may see
easily enough that in such cases the fools must have
the mastery."
Melibeus answered her again, saying: "I grant that
I have erred; but since you have already told me
that he is not to blame who changes councillors un-
der certain conditions and for just causes, I stand
ready to change mine, just as you shall prompt. The
proverb runs: To err is human,»but to persist in sin
is the work of the devil."
To this replied Dame Prudence: "Examine your
council, and let us see which of them have sp'oken
most reasonably and given the best advice. And since
such an examination is necessary, let us begin with
the surgeons and physicians who spoke the first in
this cause. I say that the surgeons and physicians
have spoken discreetly, as they should; and they
wisely spoke when they said that to their profession
belongs the duty of dealing honourably with every
man, and to his profit, and to harm no one; and,
according to their skill, to set diligently about the
healing of those under their care. And sir, since they
have answered wisely and discreetly, I advise that
they be richly and nobly rewarded for their noble
speech, and, too, that they may be the more atten-
tive to the healing of your dear daughter. For, though
jtre- your friends, you must not suffer it that
serve you for nothing; you ought, indeed, but
the more to reward them and to give them largess.
And, touching the proposition that the physicians in-
troduced into this case, namely, that, in diseases, the
thing is cured by its contrary, I would fain learn how
you understand that saying and what is your opinion
of it."
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